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Foreword

Inadani included in this exhibition’s title is a part of Nanshin region in Nagano
prefecture. The area is surrounded by the Central and Southern Alps, where Tenryt
River from Lake Suwa in the north goes down and Tenrya Valley rises in the south.
Today Inadani is easy to reach by Chii6 freeway via Mt. Ena Tunnel from Nagoya.
But this region used to be difficult to access with the only means of transportation
by Iida line, and Chuo line ran along Nakasen-do Road between the above two
Alps. However, it was not secluded but a place famed in poetry that appears in
Man’yéshit and other waka anthologies. “Hahakigi” in Sonohara is a chapter title of
The Tale of Genji. And Tessai Tomioka visited twice the historic places there. Iida is
also the birthplace of Shuns6 Hishida, a pioneer of the modern Japanese-style
painting.

Before this exhibition, we invited twenty artists active in Kinki and Tokai regions
as well as Inadani to the above area so as to inspire them to produce new artworks
or to choose among their past works those which harmonize with this exhibition’s
concept.

We requested an executive committee composed of museum curators and gallery
owners who have dealt with modern art in Kinki and Tokai regions as well as In-
adani to choose the core artists mainly before their sixties and added the venue’s
opinions. Some artists did not participate in the exhibition due to circumstances.

Dividing the participants by three fields of two-dimensional, three-dimensional,
and installation art, the first consists of fourteen artists, the second three, and the
third three. Or dividing them by traditional genres, there are four Japanese-style
painters, eight Western-style painters, one sculptor, two engravers, two craft artists,
and three contemporary installation artists.

We hope the artists, viewers, and their intermediators communicate with each
other to create new things through this exhibition, whose title is “Art and Regional-
ity”. They will deepen their concept of the interaction between art and regional cli-
mate.

We would like to express our appreciation for all the efforts of the persons con-

cerned.

2023

Organizers
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Miyata Sayaka
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