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Gazing at Contemporary Art

Since opening in 1983, Gallery Shirakawa has introduced contemporary art from Japan and abroad. Most

notably, I have held seven special exhibitions of John Cage and introduced a wide range of American art. This

essay reflects on how the art scene has changed over time and traces the expanding scope of contemporary art.

W EAH T Ikeda Machiko
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[41] John Cage{The Missing Stone) 1989 138x104cm
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Owner, Gallery Shirakawa
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A Gallery that Connects People, Art Integrated with the City

This essay stresses the importance of valuing and expanding human connections through a wide

range of activities, including gallery work, and expresses a commitment to bringing art beyond

museums and galleries into the fabric of the city and its buildings.

il g

Nakayama Masuzo

TAX ¥ 7 ) =R SR EHURI%X  Representative Director, ai gallery Co., Ltd.
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Symposium: “The Abstract” —Nihonga (Japanese-style Painting)
: Exploring the Fundamental Facts of “Expression”

The relationship between “expression” and the “object expressed” is not a continuous one, but rather a

relationship constituted through a form of “discontinuity.” This constitutes a fundamental fact underlying all

expressive activity. The theme of this symposium is to examine how this fundamental fact manifests itself in

distinctive ways within nihonga (Japanese-style painting).

RE £ Panelist
i WME Saité Norihiko

HOR TR EMI P Professor [Emeritus], Tokyo
o (B4 %42 - University of the Arts
EENLT]

N Kojima Tokuro
ST L MR LM Associate Professor, Kyoto City
SIS EE - HAE  University of Arts
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The Friendship of Suda Kunitaro and Kobayashi Wasaku

Suda Kunitard (1891-1961) and Kobayashi Wasaku (1888—1974) were both nominated as members of
the Dokuritsu Art Association in 1934 and went on to build a close friendship. They visited each other,
exchanged letters frequently, and occasionally produced works together. This essay offers a glimpse into

their relationship.
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Collecting and Exhibiting Art Works

As part of a curator’s job, the moment that works are stored is extremely important in the sense of
engaging in forming the frame of museum’s collection. It requires a “curator’s eye,” as well as planning
an exhibition. The exhibition of “New Acquisitions” introduces the results of curator’s perspective.

WAT & Uchimura Makoto
P TR AR RL &M = H Curator, Otani Memorial Art Museum, Nishinomiya City
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knock, knock, knockin on boundaries

What resides in the small gesture of knocking? Using the Knock series as a guide, I have reexamined

boundaries and relations with others, as well as bodily and everyday sensations. This self-commentary by

artist Chiharu Yakushigawa expresses a commitment to keep making work while living with uncertainty.

He {11 T 5
SR Artist
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Umenomiya : A 17-Year-Old Watercolor

This essay reports on the donation of Suda Kunitaro’s memorabilia to the Foundation, and introduces a
watercolor, Umenomiya, painted at age 17.

B XA Kishi Fumikazu
[ AR BB IR Professor Emeritus, Doshisha University,
¥ 19 &R SCU R BT [ Director, Kyoto Foundation for Visual Culture
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